SOSC 146 Introduction to Japan

Tues. and Thurs.: 10:30-11:50
Room: LTF
      

Instructor: Jerry Patchell; sopatch@ust.hk 

Office Hours: Tuesday 12:30-2:30 Rm 2352A

TA: Becky, Fung Pik Ki; kifung@ust.hk Office Hours: Thurs. 1:30-3:30 Room 2361
COURSE OBJECTIVE:

Japan is one of the world's most fascinating and dynamic countries.  It is certainly fascinating to the people of Hong Kong who have been attracted to Japan's music, fashion, entertainment, food, products and ways of business.  Nor are the people of Hong Kong alone, Japan is one of the most powerful influences on global economics, politics and culture.  But what lies behind Japan's creativity and success?  


This course is designed to enable you to understand the processes of change and continuity that account for much of Japan's creativity, success and also its problems.  We will investigate these processes through a simple framework that looks at how Japanese people strike a balance between individual aspirations, group orientation, and universal values. We will look at how this balance has been influenced by environment and history and how it takes shape in society, education, art, government, business, and international relations.  A few weeks are devoted to each of these topics.  The course is designed on the assumption that students have no background in Japanese studies.

LEARNING AND EVALUATION:


The course is designed to enable you to build your understanding of Japan through creative and enjoyable analysis of Japanese films.  At the start of the course you will be given three key concepts on which to base this analysis, and the following lectures and readings will build on those concepts.  As the course progresses, through lectures and readings, we will explore how the interrelations of these key concepts have evolved and influence various aspects of Japanese life.  To apply these concepts in a practical manner, we will watch several films in class and discuss their interpretation.  

Organization of the Course (and course notes)

Part I: 
  Change, Continuity and Culture 
(website, click on Part_I.Culture.doc)
Part II:
  The Setting 



(Part_II.Setting.doc)
Part III:  History 



(Part_III.History.doc)
Part IV:  Society 



(Part_IV.Society.doc)
Part V:
   Economics 



(Part_V.Economics.doc)
Part VI:  Politics 



(Part_VI.Politics.doc)
The main reading materials are the course notes.  These notes and the course theme were inspired by the textbook “The Japanese Today: Change and Continuity.” Although a little dated, the principles of this book continue to be excellent guides to understanding Japan.  The course notes update and condense the textbook and add a few other perspectives. Several copies of The Japanese Today: Change and Continuity are on reserve and I recommend that you read it for deeper understanding.  The course notes and the text are arranged to provide an excellent introduction to Japanese history, society, economics and politics. The notes and text will also assist you interpret the films.  On the website there are also many recent articles on important issues, plus there are several additional books on reserve (noted below).  

The mid-term test and the final exam will evaluate lecture and reading knowledge, and your understanding of the films shown in class. Films will be discussed in class.  You also have to write an independent analysis of a film of your choice as an essay assignment. As an option (instead of a film analysis), a student may choose to write a research essay after consultation with the instructor.  Lecture time will be used to describe how an essay should be written.  The essay should be approximately 1500 words (2000 maximum). 

Mid-term test 40%: April 10

Film analysis essay (research essay option) 30%: May 8 (Only soft copies allowed)

Final exam 30%:  Date TBA

Bonus marks for participation, improvements in performance etc.

COURSE NOTES AND SUPPLEMENTAL ARTICLES

Available at: http://teaching.ust.hk/~sosc146/ 

Supplemental articles are listed at the end of reading section and can be downloaded from this website.

COURSE TEXT
Reischauer E.O. and Jansen M.B. 1995.  The Japanese Today: Change and Continuity (enlarged edition). Cambridge: Belknap. (also on reserve)

SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS (on reserve) 

Japan: Profile of a nation. 1999 Tokyo: Kodansha. 

Collcutt, M., Jansen, M., and Kumakura, I. 1988.  Cultural Atlas of Japan. Oxford: Phaidon.

Sugimoto, Yoshio. 2003. An Introduction to Japanese Society. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Hendry, Joy. 2003. Understanding Japanese Society. London: Routledge.

Buckley, Roger. 1998. Japan Today, Third Edition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Websites:

http://www.jinjapan.org/
http://www.japan-zone.com/index.shtml
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/at_japan_soc/
http://web-japan.org/index.html
http://www.glocom.org/
http://www.nni.nikkei.co.jp/
http://www.asahi.com/english/index.html
http://www.japanfocus.org/

Introduction to Japan: Class Schedule Spring 2008

	Tuesday
	Thursday

	
	January 31

Film

Course Outline



	February 5

Culture, Change and Continuity: key concepts
	February 7

Kung Hei Fat Choi!

	February 12

The Setting

Film
	February 14

The Setting

	February 19

History Overview
	February 21

Ancient and medieval periods

Film

	February 26

Pre-modern period
	February 28

Film

	March 4

Modern period
	March 6

Society Overview

	March 11

Film
	March 13

Film and Essay Analysis

	March 18

Women; Education
	March 25

Take a break!

	March 25

Take a break!
	March 27

Religion

	April 1 

Film
	April 3

Review

	April 8 

Ching Ming Festival
	April 10

Test

	April 15

Mass Culture and Participation
	April 17 

Film

	April 22

Economic Structure
	April 24

Japanese Management

	April 29  

Film
	May 1

Labor Day

	May 6

Economic Challenges
	May 8

Politics Overview and Structure of Government

Essays Due

	May 13

Political Parties and Issues
	May 15

Film and Review

	May 19-21 Study Break 
	May 22-31 Exam Period


2
1

